
What happens after my participation in CARDIOMAN ends?

DATA COLLECTION

Exercise 
test 
data

MRS 
data

MRI 
data

Laboratory 
data

It can take a long time between the end of your study participation and the results becoming available. This 
infographic explains what happens ‘behind-the-scenes’ after your participation ends to help you understand why 

trial results often take a long time to report 

DATA ENTRY

Data is entered onto a secure 
database and independently 
repeated by a second person 

on a separate database. 
The two databases are 

then compared to check for 
discrepancies, which identifies 

errors in the data entry
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END OF TRIAL
PARTICIPATION

DATA CLEANING

During a study, data is often 
collected or transcribed 

imperfectly, so it needs to be 
‘cleaned’. This means: 

•	 Obtaining missing values
•	 Ironing out answers that 

don’t make sense
•	 Resolving  discrepancies

DATA LOCK

After 
this, 

no further 
corrections can 
be made to the 
data entered 

The statistician 
performs some 

validation checks to 
identify any further 

discrepancies

STATISTICAL 
ANALYSIS

Checked for 
accuracy and 

errors

Tables, 
graphs 

and figures 
generated

The data is analysed. This 
involves writing statistical 

code for a computer 
programme and applying 

it to the data. 

Statistical analysis aims 
to explore, identify and 

describe trends and 
patterns in the data
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A trial 
summary is 

produced 
and posted/

emailed 
to all the 

participants

Data collected by the core  
research team

Data 
collected 

by external 
research 

teams
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Results are 
discussed 

with the study 
team and 

interpretations 
made

DISCUSSION

7

Results are written 
up in a final report. 

This goes to the 
funder (NIHR) and 
is also made into 
a scientific paper 

for publication in a 
medical journal

WRITE-UP

89
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Infographic written and designed by Lucy Dabner

The data is 
summarised, 

showing trends 
and patterns 

SHARING RESULTS
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