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THANK YOU
for reading this

You have been given this
information by:  

(name) 

on

(date)

If you have any queries at the
moment, please contact a member

of the research team 
at the University of Aberdeen,

telephone:
or email:                                    .  

Alternatively, you may contact your
own gynaecologist.
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What is PROSPECT?

PROSPECT is a clinical research
study that is being run in your hospital
in association with researchers
throughout the UK. PROSPECT is
funded by the NHS Health Technology
Assessment Programme and is
centrally co-ordinated at the Centre for
Healthcare Randomised Trials
(CHaRT), Health Services Research
Unit, University of Aberdeen.

Why have I been invited to take part
in PROSPECT?

You have been invited because you
will be having surgery for your prolapse
in the near future. We want to give you
some brief information about the study
now, to give you plenty time to think
about it before your operation.  

What is the purpose of the study?

There are several different types of
prolapse operations currently being
used in the NHS, some of which
include the use of mesh materials. 

However we do not know which type of
operation is best and whether using
mesh improves prolapse symptoms
without causing any extra problems.

If your gynaecologist thinks that any of
the types of surgery are equally
suitable for you, and you agree, you
will be randomly allocated (by chance)
to one particular type of operation.

If you decide you do not wish to be
randomised, or your gynaecologist
advises a particular type of operation
would be best for you, you can still be
part of the study. All women in the
study, whether randomised or not, will
complete the same questionnaires.

If I participate in the study how will I
be followed up?

If you consent to take part in
PROSPECT, you would not have to
undergo any tests or procedures that
are not part of NHS routine care for
prolapse. Everyone in the study will be
followed up in exactly the same way for
two years initially but also hopefully in
the longer-term as it is important to find
out how you are quite some time after
your prolapse operation.

You would return for a clinic
appointment approximately 12 months
after you have had your operation
(randomised women only). 

Also, we would send questionnaires to
you at home for you to complete at 6,
12, 18 and 24 months after you joined
the study. If you take part in the study
and later change your mind, you can
withdraw without giving a reason.

What will happen to the results of
the study?

The results of the study will be used to
advise on what type of prolapse
surgery should be used to treat women
in the future.

What happens next?

We will send you some more detailed
information around the same time as
you receive your hospital admission
documents. You will then have a
chance to speak to your gynaecologist
and a member of the study team, who
will be able to answer any queries you
have. 

D
O
I:10.3310/hta20950

H
EA

LTH
TECH

N
O
LO

G
Y
A
SSESSM

EN
T
2016

VO
L.20

N
O
.95

©
Q
ueen

’s
Printer

and
C
ontroller

of
H
M
SO

2016.
This

w
ork

w
as

produced
by

G
lazener

et
al.

under
the

term
s
of

a
com

m
issioning

contract
issued

by
the

Secretary
of

State
for

H
ealth.

This
issue

m
ay

be
freely

reproduced
for

the
purposes

of
private

research
and

study
and

extracts
(or

indeed,
the

fullreport)
m
ay

be
included

in
professionaljournals

provided
that

suitable
acknow

ledgem
ent

is
m
ade

and
the

reproduction
is
not

associated
w
ith

any
form

of
advertising.

A
pplications

for
com

m
ercialreproduction

should
be

addressed
to:

N
IH
R
Journals

Library,
N
ationalInstitute

for
H
ealth

Research,
Evaluation,

Trials
and

Studies
C
oordinating

C
entre,

A
lpha

H
ouse,

U
niversity

of
Southam

pton
Science

Park,
Southam

pton
SO

16
7N

S,
U
K
.

279




