FILE 7 - Topic Guide for Focus Group Discussions

1. What do you believe are the main longer-term needs of stroke survivors (i.e. post 6 months)?

Prompt: social / community / employment etc

2. What does your regular community stroke service provide for stroke survivors beyond 6 months?

Probe: Is there a formal or identified pathway for supporting stroke survivors in the longer-term

Probe: does the service/pathway actually happen like this or is there variation?

Probe: does the service reach all survivors that need support?

3. Who funds this service and how do you maintain this funding?

4. Who else provides long-term services for stroke in your area?

Probe: acute hospital/primary care/social services/stroke association/other? 

Probe: who (else) could provide longer-term support?

5. Are there aspects of your services that you feel are particularly innovative or strong for stroke survivors beyond 6 months?

Probe: how is this of benefit to longer-term stroke survivors?

Probe: what enables or enhances support for longer-term stroke survivors?

6. What are the challenges for you in providing a longer-term stroke service?

Probe: how might these challenges create obstacles to developing/maintain a service?
Probe: how could these challenges be overcome?

Probe: how might this benefit longer-term stroke survivors?
Probe: how do you keep track of survivors after they leave hospital?

7. Our intervention may involve an annual review for all stroke survivors. What would be the main benefits and challenges in implementing an annual review?

Probe: who would do the review? / how would it be funded?

Probe: how would we keep track of all survivors?

8. Are there staff training requirements that need to be addressed in order to provide support for longer-term stroke survivors?

9. Are there other strategic or non-strategic changes that would be needed to maximise benefits for longer- term stroke survivors?

Probe: (ways of working; communication between health and social care; multiagency      partnership working, etc) 

10. Aside from more resources, what do you think would help to improve your service?
11. Is there anything else you would like to add about the challenges or enablers of developing and implementing a longer-term stroke care strategy?

